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November 1 2002

Professor Charles F. Zukoski

Vice Chancellor for Research

University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

420 Swanlund Administration Building, MC-304
601 East John Street

Champaign lllinois 61820

Dear Professor Zukoski

As a prominent researcher in the field of Music Information Retrieval | am delighted to write in
support of Professor Stephen Downie’s proposal for “Creation of a Music Information Retrieval (MIR)
Development and Testing Database”.

The field of MIR is relatively new but growing rapidly thanks to academic and commercial interest.
This is an exciting time to work in this field as improvements in computing power and storage
bandwidth are allowing us to perform meaningful analysis on large quantities of musical data.
Research and commercial systems span many dimensions of the problem from analysis of musical
scores to my own work which uses complex algorithms to analyze wave files and find similarities.

One problem we as a community face however is lack of a common set of data on which to
evaluate alternate algorithms.  This deficiency makes it hard to compare different systems and
hinders progress. You only have to look at field of speech recognition, my previous field of
expertise, to see what progress can be made when the whole community works on a common set of
data. Speech recognition is now used in many commercial applications. Such progress would not
have been possible if the community could not compare alternative algorithms on the many standard
databases available from the Linguistic Data Consortium.

Professor Downie’s proposal therefore has the potential to make a huge impact in the field of music
information retrieval, significantly speeding progress. Stephen has already demonstrated great
drive and commitment to bring the proposal to this stage and | believe he will make the project an
outstanding success. He not only has the technical know-how but is respected and well-connected in
the field. | cannot more strongly recommend support for his proposal.

Yours sincerely
Beth Logan, PhD
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HP Labs



