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Imenau, 11 November 2002

Dear Professor Zukoski,

this letter is intended to express our support of Professor J. Stephen Downie’s intention
to build up a test database for music information retrieval at UIUC.

In our ongoing research and development work in the fields of automated audio
identification and extraction of metadata from music material, we experience ever so
often that without the ability to test algorithms versus a significantly large and
representative database of test items the correct assessment of the quality and
performance of the algorithm under test is in general not possible. In order to be able
to perform these assessments and to compare the advantages and disadvantages of
competing approaches to solve similar challenges, a unified test set is very much
desirable.

The possible acquisition of the classical music library of the record label NAXOS in our
opinion is an excellent step towards such a unified reference test database. Having
been provided with this library for research purposes before, we found it very
comprehensive and representative for the genre of classical music in a broad sense.

We are very much looking forward to see this database available for the interested
research community, and hope that it will grow over time setting a standard testing
background for new applications and products.

Yours sincerely,
(Original signature to follow on hard copy)

Markus Cremer
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